Rotary District 9660  |  Demo Meeting Transcript (Cameron Corner, April 2026)
MEETING TRANSCRIPT
Rotary eClub of Cameron Corner
	Meeting
	Rotary eClub of Cameron Corner - Monthly General Meeting

	Date
	Wednesday 8 April 2026

	Time
	7:02 PM - 8:34 PM AEST

	Platform
	Microsoft Teams (recorded)

	Chair
	Mark Devereux (President)

	Minute-taker
	Sarah Mitchell (Secretary)

	Transcript source
	Teams auto-transcript, cleaned of obvious typos only



Attendance
1. Mark Devereux - President (Chair)
1. Sarah Mitchell - Secretary / Public Image Chair
1. Colin Farris - Treasurer
1. Priya Nair - Service Projects Chair
1. Jordan Webb - Youth Services Chair
1. Helen Bartholomew - Member
1. Tom Ngata - Member
1. Ruth Pellegrini - Member
1. Diane Khoury - Member (joined 7:18 PM)
1. Guest: Kevin Lawson (prospective member)
Apologies: Andrew Strickland, Beth Cargill, Frank O'Mahoney
Transcript
--- OPENING ---
Mark Devereux   [19:02]  Right, let's kick off. Welcome everyone. I'd like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of all the lands from which we are joining tonight, and pay my respects to elders past and present. We've got a quorum, looks like nine of us on the call, with Diane joining shortly she said. Welcome too to our guest Kevin, who's joining us tonight to see what we get up to.
Kevin Lawson   [19:03]  Thanks Mark, happy to be here.
Mark Devereux   [19:03]  Apologies received from Andrew, Beth, and Frank. Sarah, you've got those?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:03]  Yep, all noted.
Mark Devereux   [19:04]  Right, minutes from last month. Has everyone had a chance to read them? Any corrections or amendments?
Tom Ngata   [19:04]  I had one small thing. Under item 7, the figure for the scholarship balance was 4,200 but it should be 4,250. Just a typo.
Sarah Mitchell   [19:04]  Good catch, I'll fix that.
Mark Devereux   [19:05]  Anyone else? OK so subject to that amendment, can I have someone to confirm the minutes? Priya, moved by you. Seconded? Helen, thank you. All in favour? Right, that's carried.
--- CORRESPONDENCE ---
Mark Devereux   [19:05]  Sarah, correspondence?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:05]  Inwards: we've had a thank you letter from Tamworth Regional High after the debate finals back in March. They're keen to host us again next year. Also got the district newsletter which I've forwarded around, and an email from RC Armidale Central asking if we'd be interested in a joint project around digital literacy for older residents. Outwards: I sent the formal congratulations to the debate winners from Calala Public, and a thank you to our judges. That's it really.
Priya Nair   [19:06]  Sorry, the Armidale Central thing, what does that look like? Are they running it or are they wanting us to run something with them?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:07]  Honestly I'm not sure yet, the email was pretty light on detail. They mentioned they've got a Bendigo Bank grant pending and they're looking for partners. I can ask for more info if there's interest in the room?
Mark Devereux   [19:07]  Yeah why don't you reply and ask for a bit more detail. We can decide once we know what they're actually proposing. Action for you Sarah, follow up with Armidale Central.
Sarah Mitchell   [19:07]  Got it, will do this week.
--- TREASURER'S REPORT ---
Mark Devereux   [19:08]  Colin, over to you.
Colin Farris   [19:08]  Thanks Mark. So as of end of March, general account sits at 14,820 dollars and 33 cents. Project account is 8,415 dollars and 12 cents. Scholarship fund is 4,250, that's the corrected figure Tom just mentioned. We had income this month of 1,250 from the trivia night, which is fantastic, well done to everyone who helped. Expenses were the usual hosting fees for Zoom and the website, and we paid out 380 for the debate prizes. Net for the month, plus 720.
Helen Bartholomew   [19:09]  Did the GST get sorted from last quarter?
Colin Farris   [19:09]  Yes good question, lodged on the 28th, refund of 184 due back any day.
Helen Bartholomew   [19:10]  Beauty, thanks.
Mark Devereux   [19:10]  Anything else on the financials? OK can we accept the treasurer's report? Moved Colin obviously, seconded? Jordan, thank you. All in favour. Carried.
--- PROJECTS UPDATES ---
Mark Devereux   [19:10]  Priya, projects?
Priya Nair   [19:11]  Couple of things. Big news is the R U OK Day planning has kicked off properly. I met with Jenny Robinson at Tamworth Council last Friday. She's confirmed the marquee site on Peel Street and they're putting up the 2,500 sponsorship again, possibly more if we can get them a one-pager on what we did last year. Sarah I might tap you for that.
Sarah Mitchell   [19:12]  No worries, I've got last year's report, I can adapt it.
Priya Nair   [19:12]  Cool. We need volunteers though. Last year we had eight on the ground and it was barely enough. Aiming for twelve this year. I'll put out a sign-up via the next newsletter. Also Lifeline have come back, they're keen to partner again on the counselling voucher giveaway. We're aiming for 30 vouchers this year, up from 27.
Tom Ngata   [19:13]  Are we doing the kids' colouring corner again? My granddaughter still has the dragonfly she did last year up on the fridge.
Priya Nair   [19:13]  Ha, yes definitely. Helen's running that again.
Helen Bartholomew   [19:13]  Yep, all in hand.
Priya Nair   [19:14]  Other thing is the scholarship applications. We're opening them on the 1st of August this year, a bit earlier than last year so we have more time to assess. Jordan and I will work on the application form. Question for the room, are we comfortable bumping the award value? We've been at 1,500 each for three years and the cost of TAFE materials has gone up. I'd like to propose 1,750 each, still two awards.
Colin Farris   [19:15]  Budget-wise we can do that. The scholarship fund balance covers it and we've got the Bunnings sausage sizzle in July to top up.
Mark Devereux   [19:15]  Any objections? OK let's formalise that. Motion that the two vocational scholarships for 2026 be increased to 1,750 dollars each. Moved Priya, seconded Colin. All in favour? Carried unanimously.
Priya Nair   [19:16]  Last thing from me, the polio virtual ride is locked in for the weekend of 11 to 12 April. So this weekend actually. I'll send a reminder out tomorrow with the Strava link. Aiming for 500 kilometres collectively across the club, which is doable if everyone does even a short ride.
Diane Khoury   [19:18]  Sorry I'm late everyone, kids dramas.
Mark Devereux   [19:18]  All good Diane, we're up to projects. Jordan, youth?
Jordan Webb   [19:18]  Yeah so debate is done and dusted for the year. Final report from me will land before next meeting. Looking ahead, I've been talking to McCarthy Catholic about a peer mentoring pilot. Early stages, just an idea, but they're interested. I'll bring something more concrete next month.
Mark Devereux   [19:19]  Sounds good. Public image, Sarah?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:19]  Quick update. Facebook page is sitting at 412 followers, up about 15 this month, mainly from the debate coverage. Newsletter went out on the 4th, open rate was 58 percent which is the highest we've had. The member spotlight on Helen seemed to be popular. I'm changing the Instagram approach slightly, moving to twice a week with a focus on the project work rather than meeting photos. Member meeting photos honestly don't get much traction.
Ruth Pellegrini   [19:20]  Just a thought Sarah, the photo of the debate winners holding the trophy, can we get that printed and framed? Even just an A4 one. Calala Public asked if we could send them one for their trophy cabinet.
Sarah Mitchell   [19:21]  Yeah good idea, I can do that. Officeworks job. I'll get it to them by end of next week.
--- GENERAL BUSINESS ---
Mark Devereux   [19:21]  OK general business. First item, the district conference registration. Cut-off for early bird is the 30th of April. I'd really encourage as many of us to go as possible. Newcastle this year, not too far. The club covers half the registration for any member who attends and presents on a project or activity. That's been our long-standing rule. Hands up who's planning to go?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:22]  Me, signed up already.
Priya Nair   [19:22]  Going, will present on R U OK Day learnings.
Jordan Webb   [19:22]  Going.
Tom Ngata   [19:22]  Tentative, depends on the grandkid situation.
Mark Devereux   [19:23]  OK good. Anyone else thinking about it, get on it before end of the month. Sarah can you put a reminder in the next newsletter?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:23]  Yep, on the list.
Mark Devereux   [19:23]  Second item, we've had a request from St Vincent de Paul Tamworth for some assistance with their winter sleepout fundraiser. They're after a corporate team of 6 to 8 to take part. It's the night of the 20th of June, you sleep outdoors at the Tamworth Showground. Minimum fundraising of 250 dollars per participant. Thoughts?
Helen Bartholomew   [19:24]  I'm in. Done it before with my church.
Jordan Webb   [19:24]  Yeah I'd give it a crack.
Tom Ngata   [19:24]  Mate I'm 71, I'm not sleeping on the ground in June. But I'll sponsor whoever goes.
Mark Devereux   [19:24]  Ha fair enough Tom. OK can I make Helen the lead on coordinating that? Form a team, promote it through the newsletter, and we'll talk about a club contribution next meeting once we know the numbers.
Helen Bartholomew   [19:25]  Happy to lead. I'll email around in the next week.
Mark Devereux   [19:25]  Third item. This came up at the last board meeting, I want to raise it here. The club website still has the old logo on it from before the rebrand. Colin, what's the status?
Colin Farris   [19:26]  I know, I know. Look it's on my list. I've got the new logo file from Sarah. I just need a Saturday morning to sit down with it. I'll commit to having it done by the end of April.
Mark Devereux   [19:26]  Thanks Colin. Sarah can you flick him the brand kit again just so it's top of inbox?
Sarah Mitchell   [19:26]  Sure thing.
Mark Devereux   [19:26]  Last item is the AGM. I know it's months away but we need to start thinking about board nominations. Ruth has flagged she won't be standing again as Vocational Service chair after three years, so we'll need to find someone. Have a think and have quiet conversations over the next few weeks. Anything else for general business? Going once, going twice. OK.
--- CLOSE ---
Mark Devereux   [19:27]  Notices. The trivia night people, we owe you a debrief, can we do that offline. Next meeting is Wednesday the 13th of May, same time, same Zoom link. Kevin, can I just check, any questions for us before we wrap?
Kevin Lawson   [19:28]  Just thanks for having me, it's been a really interesting meeting. I'll have a think and reach out to Sarah.
Mark Devereux   [19:28]  Wonderful. Right, that's us. Thanks everyone, drive safely, or close your laptops carefully I should say. See you in May.
Sarah Mitchell   [19:28]  Bye all.
Multiple   [19:28]  [Various goodbyes, meeting ends 19:34 after side conversations between Priya, Sarah and Mark about the council partnership detail.]
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